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Cedar Rapids Storm Response Updates 

The City of Cedar Rapids continues to respond to significant tree and structural  

damage. For up-to-date information on tree debris removal, nonorganic debris  

removal, and other recovery efforts, go to our website: www.cedar-rapids.org. 

Need Help after the Storm? 

If you need assistance on debris or household cleanup, or weatherizing and  

patching your home following the devastating derecho, please contact Waypoint at 

319-366-7999. Staff can assist with resource navigation for homeowners, renters, 

and displaced households. 

Tree Debris Pickup Continues 

Crews continue to work their way through the entire community, collecting a staggering volume of tree debris. Crews may not be 

able to take everything during the first pass for a variety of reasons such as parked car blocking debris pile, pile located under-

neath a tree or overhead wire and not accessible for the truck’s crane, etc. Debris that cannot be picked up during a first pass has 

been logged, and will be picked up during the second or third pass.  To date, crews have picked up approximately 230,000 tons 

of tree debris. Get the latest information on tree debris pick-up at www.cedar-rapids.org. 

Arborists Assessing and Marking Trees in the Public Right-of-Way 

Certified arborists, working in cooperation with City staff, are now performing assessments of right-of-way trees and will  

identify public trees that may need pruning or removal. The City’s goal to keep as many trees as possible, but there are many 

trees still standing that may be structurally unsound. Trees that have lost a large portion of their center crown or trees with split 

trunks are examples of ones that will have to be removed out of concern for safety.  

Following the assessment, a yellow tag will be stapled to the tree if trimming is required and an orange tag will be stapled to the 

tree if it will be removed at a later date. Trees that don’t need major trimming or removal will not be tagged. 

Trees that have hazardous limbs hanging over sidewalks will be trimmed to remove the dangerous limbs. Some of these trees 

may be on private property, but if a hazardous limb from that tree hangs over the sidewalk or street, it will be marked for  

pruning. 

Crews will begin work on pruning and tree removals once assessments in sections of the  

city are completed. A map showing where assessments and public tree work is pending or  

underway is available at www.cedar-rapids.org. Direct questions about removals to  

forestry@cedar-rapids.org. 

 

http://www.cedar-rapids.org/news_detail_T6_R1344.php
http://www.cedar-rapids.org/tree_debris_removal.php
http://www.cedar-rapids.org/tree_inspections_info.php


  

 

 

 

Fall Loose Leaf Vacuum Collection to Begin  

October 19 Following Two-Week Delayed Start 

Due to ongoing derecho debris removal, along with challenges related to  

lingering debris in collection areas, the Cedar Rapids Solid Waste & Recycling 

division will delay the start of our 2020 Fall Loose Leaf Vacuum Collection  

program. Instead of starting on October 5, as originally planned, leaf vacuum 

collection will begin on October 19. The start date was delayed two weeks to 

allow tree debris collection crews additional time to make an initial pass of 

streets. The Solid Waste & Recycling division urges residents to use the extra time to clear their collection area of sticks 

and debris that could clog the vacuum equipment. 

The Solid Waste & Recycling division is urging residents to use the time between now and October 19 to rake up any twigs, 

sticks, and lingering debris from their leaf collection areas. Sticks larger than six inches in length can clog the vacuum 

equipment and even cause serious damage, further delaying collection operations. Scheduled garbage, recycling, and yard 

waste cart collection continues uninterrupted. Customers should continue to set their carts at street in front of their home, 

and NOT the alley, by 7:00 a.m. on their regular collection day.  

View updated collection schedule at www.cedar-rapids.org.  

 

Burn Ban to Remain in Effect 

The burn ban remains in effect until at least the second pass of organic  

debris removal is completed and the majority of the organic and drying debris 

is removed from neighborhoods. Despite rainfall last week, soil moisture  

conditions in the Cedar Rapids region are still abnormally dry and the tree  

debris and vegetation has continued to dry out.  

The Fire Department typically sees the highest number of grass and brush  

fires in the fall because of trees losing their leaves and other vegetation going dormant. Fall weather is also accompanied 

by windy conditions that can increase the danger of rapidly spreading grass and brush fires.  

The burning of leaves and debris is prohibited in the City limits. The burn ban also prohibits recreational fires because of 

the increased fire risk in our community. To report an illegal burn, please contact the Fire Department at 319-286-5491. 
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http://www.cedar-rapids.org/residents/utilities/leaf_vacuum_collection.php

